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1
ROTATIONAL ELECTROCHEMICAL
SEISMOMETER USING
MAGNETOHYDRODYNAMIC TECHNOLOGY
AND RELATED METHODS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application claims benefit of U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation Ser. No. 61/513,969, filed Aug. 1, 2011 and U.S. Pro-
visional Application Ser. No. 61/601,395 filed Feb. 21, 2012.
The entire disclosure of both documents is herein incorpo-
rated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This disclosure relates to the field of detection of rotational
motion. Specifically, to rotational seismometers and methods
for using and calibrating them.

2. Description of Related Art

The prompt detection of earthquakes and other seismic
events has gained interest in recent years. As the world has
become more populated, the possibility of seismic events
effecting population centers has become greater. In order to
both detect seismic events, and to study seismic events for
future preparation, it is necessary to use appropriate instru-
mentation. Originally, it was believed that the motion of an
earthquake was primarily translational. However, recent
learning, and an improvement in available instrumentation,
has shown that rotational movement components, particu-
larly near the epicenter of a seismic event, may actually be
more important.

In part because of these realizations, the last years have
witnessed revolutionary changes in rotational seismology
resulting from the combinations of greatly enhanced capa-
bilities of geophysical instrumentation and the appearance of
first commercially available rotational seismometers. Such
sensors could be employed in areas of high seismicity, where
the translational and rotational motions have comparable
orders of magnitude. This is especially true for the near zones
of strong shallow earthquakes. The measurement of this fre-
quently observed rotational motion in the vicinity of the epi-
centers of strong earthquakes can be extremely valuable in
earthquake engineering, since buildings and other structures
have been discovered to generally be quite vulnerable to the
torsional stresses created by rotational motions.

A variety of angular sensors are commercially available to
detect rotational motion. Some of these feature quite excel-
lent resolution, and offer a frequency band extending into the
dc range. Rather than being true rotational seismometers,
however, such devices are actually very low frequency accel-
erometers that measure the tilt of their foundation relative to
the local gravity vector. Since gravity is indistinguishable
from any other inertial acceleration, these instruments are
inherently incapable of separating pure rotation from hori-
zontal accelerations.

A natural method of measuring “pure rotations” would be
to use two identical vertical seismometers placed a certain
distance from each other, so that the rotational motion can be
derived from the difference between the two outputs. Inter-
estingly enough, the concept for a pendulum-based rotational
seismometer and its use to correct horizontal seismic signals
were put forward a century ago by the Prince Boris B.
Golitsyn.

However, starting with Golitsyn’s early experiments, and
in many subsequent attempts, the resolutions attained by the

20

35

40

45

55

65

2

proposed methods were very poor, since even the smallest
differences between the two instruments can lead to large
errors. Indeed, it was shown that in order to achieve a tilt
measurement accuracy of even 1077 rad, the maximum
acceptable difference between the two seismometer’s char-
acteristics must be about 107*%, a consistency which is prac-
tically impossible to realize.

There are also a few “true” rotational sensors that are
currently known. That is, sensors which measure angular
motion and are generally insensitive to translational accelera-
tions. The best known and most accurate types are: Magne-
tohydrodynamic Angular Rate Sensors where the typical
passband is 0.5-1000 Hz. Further, angular resolution at the
low cutoff frequency is ~1.6.107" rad. As it is unlikely that this
device’s passband can be extended even to a period of 100
sec, these types of devices have generally been considered
unusable for seismic use.

Alternatively, MEMS-based gyroscopes and fiber optic
rate gyroscopes put out a signal proportional to the angular
velocity in the 0 to 100 Hz band, with a resolution of about
10~° rad/sec. The instrument’s sensitivity to translational
acceleration is specified as 10~ rad/sec/g, which is orders of
magnitude less than the desired value for seismic applica-
tions. Further, MEMS-based systems, in particular, provide
limited short term stability (0.05°/sec over 100 sec at constant
temperature) and long term stability (1°/sec over 1 year)
which are inadequate for seismic applications.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

For these and other reasons known to those of ordinary skill
there are described herein electrochemical rotational sensors
which utilize magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) technology for
calibration and are suitable for seismic applications.

Described herein, among other things, is a seismometer
comprising: a rotational sensor comprising: a toroidal chan-
nel including a liquid electrolyte solution; and an electro-
chemical transducer in the channel; and an magnetohydrody-
namic (MHD) calibrator.

In an embodiment of the seismometer, the electrochemical
transducer comprises mesh electrodes such as at least two
anodes and at least two cathodes which may be made of
platinum separated by microporous spacers.

In an embodiment of the seismometer, magnetic poles of
the MHD calibrator are generally parallel to the toroidal
channel at the electrochemical transducer.

In an embodiment of the seismometer, the MHD calibrator
is suitable for calibrating the sensor in a passband range of
100 seconds.

In an embodiment of the seismometer the MHD calibrator
comprises rare earth magnets.

In an embodiment the seismometer further comprises a
bulb in fluid communication with the toroidal channel, the
bulb compensating for temperature expansion of the liquid
electrolyte solution.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 provides a diagram of simplified sketch of an
embodiment of a electrochemical transducer

FIG. 2 provides a simplified sketch of an embodiment of an
electrochemical rotational sensor.

FIG. 3 provides a graph of outputs about clip level of a
sensor of FIG. 2 (FIG. 3A) compared to sensor of FIG. 5 (FIG.
3B) (20 Hz sine wave)

FIG. 4 provides a graph of self-noise of a sensor of FIG. 2
compared to a sensor of FIG. 5.
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FIG. 5 provides an embodiment of a MHD cell added to an
electrochemical transducer.

FIG. 6 provides a graph of a shake table calibration vs.
MHD calibration.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT(S)

FIG. 2 provides an embodiment of a electrochemical rota-
tional sensor (100) suitable for use as a seismometer. At the
core of the sensor (100) is an electrochemical transducer
(200), which is shown in detail in FIG. 1. The transducer
(200) is generally contained in a channel (101) which is
shown in both FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. The channel (101) is filled
with a specially prepared electrolytic solution (103) such as,
but not limited to, an iodine composition. The transducer
(200) itself is formed from a plurality of fine mesh electrodes,
in the depicted embodiment this comprises two anodes (105)
and two cathodes (107) which are separated by a plurality of
thin, microporous polymer spacers (109). Depending on
embodiment, the electrodes can be made from any conduct-
ing material suitable for use with the electrolyte solution
(103), but are preferably formed from noble metals such as,
but not limited to, platinum. This stack of anodes (105),
cathodes (107) and spacers (109) is tightly held together by a
housing (111) which serves to hold the components in their
relative positions and support them within the channel (101).

When an external motion is applied to the sensor (100),
motion of the fluid solution (103) caused by the external
acceleration is converted into an electrical signal by the flow
of the solution (103) relative to the transducer (200). In the
depicted embodiment, this is achieved by using the convec-
tive diffusion of the ions in the electrolyte solution (103).

When a small dc offset is applied between the anodes (105)
and cathodes (107), the flow of ions of each type is given by
the following expression:

Ja=—DVe+q,CouE (Equation 1)

where D=diffusion coefficient, u=mobility, ca=concentration
of active ions, E=the electrical field vector. Since a strong
electrolyte (103) is an excellent conductor, the electric poten-
tial drops rapidly in the vicinity of the electrodes (105) and
(107), and there is generally no electric field, E, in the bulk of
the solution (103). The second term in Equation 1 can, there-
fore, generally be ignored. Thus, the application of a bias
voltage to the transducer (200) generally results only in a
concentration gradient. This is in contrast both to conductors,
in which the current is driven by the external electric field, and
to semiconductors, in which both the field and the concentra-
tion gradient determine the currents.

An external acceleration, a, along the channel (101) creates
apressure differential, AP, across the transducer (200), which
forces the liquid solution (103) in motion with a volumetric
velocity, v. This flow of electrolyte solution (103) entrains
ions and causes an additional charge transfer between the
electrodes (105) and (107) in accordance with Equation 2:

J'a=vC, (Equation 2)

The total current from active ions, in the presence of accel-
eration, will thus be shown by Equation 3:

j,=—D"Ve +vee Equation 3
Ja atVCa q

The transducer (200) thus generates an electrical signal in
response to an input motion. The symmetric geometry of the
transducer cell (200) ensures its linear behavior over a wide
range of input signals. With a highly concentrated electrolyte
solution (103), the electric field is non-zero only in a narrow
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boundary layer adjacent to the electrodes (105) and (107). In
this case, the electric current is essentially determined only by
the diffusion.

In FIG. 2, the transducer cell (200) is incorporated into a
toroid channel (101) which is completely filled with the liquid
electrolyte solution (103). In this arrangement, no transla-
tional acceleration will put the fluid electrolyte solution (103)
in motion. However, an angular acceleration imparted to the
sensor (100) around the axis (203) of the toroid (201) will
cause the liquid electrolyte solution (103) to move. This
device is, therefore, effective for detecting rotational motion
while generally being completely indifferent to any transla-
tional motion.

In the embodiment of FIG. 2, the rotational sensor (100)
comprises the electrolyte solution (103) placed within the
toroid channel (201) with at least one electrochemical trans-
ducer (200) located therein. There is also provided in this
embodiment, a bulb (205) which serves to compensate for
temperature expansion of the electrolyte solution (103). Such
compensation inhibits damage to the channel (201) while also
maintaining the channel (201) be filled with electrolyte solu-
tion (103). In practice, three or more rotational sensors (100)
may be placed together in a single housing (at least one
arranged in the X, y, and z coordinate planes) to provide for a
resultant sensor which can measure rotational motion in any
axis.

Electrochemical transducers (200) are generally character-
ized by a very high conversion coefficient of mechanical
motion into electrical signal. Electrical noise therefore plays
a generally smaller role in the total signal-to-noise ratio than
in rotational sensors of the prior art. In addition, this also
generally results in low power consumption, typically several
times smaller than in any other rotational seismometers mak-
ing them suitable for long-term installation and other uses
where power consumption in a significant issue.

Rotational seismometers can have many applications.
Depending on the specific application, lower self-noise or
higher clip level specification may be required. Still further,
many different passband specifications, from very low to
higher frequencies, or flatter velocity responses may be
required.

While the sensor (100) of FIG. 2 provides for excellent
qualities in seismic measurements, it does have some poten-
tially limiting qualities depending on its specific construc-
tion. In an embodiment, a sensor (100) may not provide great
bandpass flexibility with some embodiments having only
limited passband from 20 seconds to 20 Hz as well as limited
dynamic range and clip level. In addition, each sensor (100)
generally has to be individually calibrated on a special rota-
tional shake-table, which means the sensor (100) cannot be
checked or recalibrated in the field. This can be problematic
when translational seismometers can have a calibration coil
and input for such in-field checking.

FIG. 5, therefore, provides an embodiment of a rotational
seismometer (400) that has extended dynamic range, lower
noise, higher clip-level by utilizing a smaller toroid and is
equipped with the Magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) calibrator
(300).

The power spectral density (PSD) of the self-noise of the
electrochemical rotational seismometer (100) in terms of the

angular acceleration ¢ can be described as shown in Equation
4:



US 9,300,409 B1

(Equation 4)
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where S=effective area circumscribed by the sensor,
R,=hydraulic impedance of the sensor channel,
k=Boltzmann’s constant, p=electrolyte density,
T=temperature.

Increasing the size of the sensor (100) substantially
increases the packaging required, particularly when the sen-
sor is used in a triaxial arrangement as contemplated previ-
ously. The clip level of an electrochemical rotational sensor
(100) is limited by the nonlinearities in the transducer cell
(200) which occur when the pressure differential of the elec-
trolyte solution (103) across the cell (200) exceeds the certain
limit sacrificing laminar flow. This pressure AP described as
follows in Equation 5:

APZZ-p-S-(']') (Equation 5)

In order to reduce component size, reducing the sensor size
(toroid diameter) by about V4 gives a 4-fold (12 dB) increase
of the clip level from about 0.1 to about 0.4 rad/sec. While
improving portability, this would render the noise level overly
high if the transducer cell (200) remains unchanged.

FIG. 5 provides an alternative embodiment of a sensor
(400) with low hydraulic impedance R, and an MHD calibra-
tion cell (300). Reducing the size of the toroid, according to
Equation 4, would affect the noise if the R, of the transducer
cell (200) remained the same. Generally, the only limiting
factors in the reduction of R, are the practical physical dimen-
sions of the transducer cell (200) for manufacturing and use
purposes and the size of the sensor itself. For a single channel
(201) in the transducer cell (200), the hydraulic impedance
can be found using the Poiseuille’s expression, with 1 as the
length of the cell, 1 is the electrolyte viscosity and R is the
radius of the channel (201):

(Equation 6)

Since R,, changes as the fourth power of the channel radius,
significant potential for improving the resolution lies in
achieving the maximum practically possible expansion of the
channel cross-section (201). The sensor (400) has been found
to have only Y64 of the hydraulic impedance of the cell (200),
whichresulted in 6 dB noise reduction to 10~ rad/sec RMS in
the same passband. The total dynamic range extension is 18
dB.

Experimentally measured outputs of three sensors (100)
close to their clip levels are shown in FIG. 3A and three
sensors (400) with reduced toroid size also close to their clip
levels are shown in FIG. 3B. The responses were obtained
using rotational shake-table driven by a 20 Hz sine wave. As
one can see from the picture, the sensors (400) produce good
signals with about 2% THD at 0.35 rad/s, while the sensors
(100) produce significantly distorted signals with THD>10%
at only 0.06 rad/s. It is also worth mentioning that at high
drive amplitudes sensors (400) have more identical response
compared to sensors (100).

Experimentally measured power spectral density of the
noise of a typical sensor (400) is shown in FIG. 4. The real
noise improvement proved to be in accordance with theoreti-
cal calculations at mid-range periods. The short-period noise
of'the sensor (400) is found to be better or the same as of the
sensor (100). The major noise reduction is observed at long
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6

periods and may be attributed to the lower noise electronics
developed for the sensor (400).

The rotational seismometer (100), as discussed above, has
been found to have a passband limited from 20 seconds to 20
Hz and each sensor has to be individually calibrated on a
rotational shake-table. Extension of the range to 100 seconds
or to 100 Hz would result in building a new rotational shake-
table capable for calibration in the extended range. That
shake-table has to have its mechanical resonance over 100 Hz
while being capable to provide at least 5-fold increase of the
magnitude at low frequencies compared to an old one. Cur-
rently, no known calibrator comes close to providing the
required specs, nor is there any obvious design that even
could.

Calibration of a very broad band (VBB) rotational seis-
mometer (400) is provided via an alternative design as shown
in FIG. 5. While most modern translational VBB seismom-
eters equipped are with the calibration coil which eliminates
the need of the shake-table and gives the user an option of
checking the response in the field via calibration pulse which
is implemented now in almost all digital recorders, a calibra-
tion coil and magnet could not be integrated into the sensor
shown on a FIG. 2 to force the electrolyte into motion.

However there exists a close physical principle called the
inverse magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) effect, whose action
depends on the force applied to a current-carrying conductor
in a magnetic field, with the electrolyte being the conductor.
When a current I flows through the electrodes, the volume
force, applied to the electrolyte is proportional to the vector
product IxB where B is the magnetic induction. This force
causes the ions in the electrolyte solution (103) to flow
through the transducer cell (200), entraining the liquid as
well. This flow q_.,; is essentially equivalent to that caused by
the inertial forces and can be related to I and B via the
following Equation 7:

(Bx Ical)LK (Equation 7)

Geal = Ry

The proportionality coefficient, K, depends on various
properties of the transducer, primarily the electrode configu-
ration and the non-uniformity of the magnetic field, L. is the
distance between MHD electrodes and s is the cross-section
of'the electrolyte channel. FIG. 5 shows a simplified sketch of
a rotational transducer (600) equipped with an MHD calibra-
tion cell (300). The sketch does not show the entire magnetic
system (300) explicitly, since the magnet’s poles are gener-
ally parallel to the drawing’s plane and located in front of and
behind it. However, the magnetic system (300) is represented
by the magnetic field (300) in FIG. 5 using the symbol O to
indicate that the field is directed toward the viewer. One of
ordinary skill would understand from this depiction how to
arrange a magnetic system (300) to generate the appropriate
field.

Despite the apparent simplicity of the above Equation 7, it
does not in itself prove that the required calibration force may
be achieved using reasonable levels of the magnetic field and
electric current. It is also unclear whether such MHD cell may
be implemented subject to manufacturability and cost limita-
tions. However, certain rare earth magnets can provide very
strong local fields and such fields, in conjunction with cur-
rents of about several mA, are believed to generate forces
equivalent to rotational velocity close to the projected clip
level of the sensor (400) of FIG. 5.
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Technical implementation of an MHD calibrator (300) is
difficult since the MHD cell (300) and the electrochemical
transducer (200) share the same volume of the electrolyte
solution (103) which is generally a good conductor with very
complex volt-ampere characteristics. To resolve this issue, a
current generator that drastically reduces or eliminates any
leakage currents between MHD cell (300) and the electro-
chemical transducer (200), as well as protects all electrodes
from overvoltage that may lead to decomposition of the elec-
trolyte, is preferred. Such a system allows extension of the
sensor’s (400) passband to 100 sec-100 Hz range and pro-
vides the rotational sensor (400) with the very accurate (1%)
and simple calibration like the coil and magnet in transla-
tional seismometers.

A comparison of the calibration curves of a typical sensor
(400) obtained from the shake table and MHD is shown in
FIG. 6. As displayed from the graph, at 0.5 Hz and higher
frequencies both methods of calibration give very close
(within 1%) values of the gain of the sensor which proves that
MHD calibration works and is at least as accurate as the shake
table. On the other side, at 0.1 Hz and lower frequencies the
shake table starts introducing calibration errors, the lower the
frequency, the higher the error. This is primarily due to the
fact that the shake table has limited angle of the rotation and
cannot generate clean signals with the angular velocities
above the levels of the ambient noise. And it is worth men-
tioning that any shake table adds the noise and parasitic
signals which may affect the accuracy of measurements. On
the contrary, MHD calibration is free from this limitation and
is capable to generate very clean and strong signals even at
longest periods, starting from DC.

While the invention has been disclosed in conjunction with
a description of certain embodiments, including those that are
currently believed to be the preferred embodiments, the
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detailed description is intended to be illustrative and should
not be understood to limit the scope of the present disclosure.
As would be understood by one of ordinary skill in the art,
embodiments other than those described in detail herein are
encompassed by the present invention. Modifications and
variations of the described embodiments may be made with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. A seismometer comprising:

a rotational sensor comprising;

atoroidal channel including a liquid electrolyte solution;
and
an electrochemical transducer in said channel; and

a magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) calibrator.

2. The seismometer of claim 1 wherein said electrochemi-
cal transducer comprises mesh electrodes separated by
Microporous spacers.

3. The seismometer of claim 2 wherein said mesh elec-
trodes comprise at least two anodes and at least two cathodes.

4. The seismometer of claim 2 wherein said mesh elec-
trodes comprise platinum.

5. The seismometer of claim 1 wherein magnetic poles of
said MHD calibrator are generally parallel to said toroidal
channel at said electrochemical transducer.

6. The seismometer of claim 1 wherein said MHD calibra-
tor is suitable for calibrating said sensor in a passband range
of 100 seconds.

7. The seismometer of claim 1 wherein said MHD calibra-
tor comprises rare earth magnets.

8. The seismometer of claim 1 further comprising a bulb in
fluid communication with said toroidal channel, said bulb
compensating for temperature expansion of said liquid elec-
trolyte solution.



